
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! …almost like hail…

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! John MacCallum

…he had probably fallen there during the darkest hours of the night.  The night of a great snowstorm, in which flakes as sharp as blades fell, almost like hail, driven by a furious south wind.  Soaked by 

that snow, which had first melted and then frozen into shards of ice, the body had been discovered at the foot of a sheer drop, torn by the rocks it had struck on the way down.  

! —Umberto Eco, The Name of the Rose



Instrumentation:

Bass drum

Kick drum

2 wooden boxes (about 12" cubes)

2 toms tuned all the way down

6 bending gongs (4 stacked in pairs of 2) placed on a foam table

2 cymbals on a foam table

Vibraphone with motor and rubber mutes placed on these pitches:

! ! ! !

5 metal pipes (such as lengths of chain-link fence posts, or pipes used for plumbing. "They should have a complex timbre similar to brake drums.)

5 hardwood planks

5 temple blocks

Technical Requirements: 

1 MacBook Pro running Max/MSP 4.6.3 or higher.

1 Digital audio interface such as a MOTU 828.

1 Footswitch for the performer to trigger the cues in the score (more than one may be needed depending on how the instruments are setup).

1 MIDI fader device such as a Behringer BCF2000

Speaker Configuration:

This piece requires 5 or more speakers.  Two possible configurations can be seen below:
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John MacCallum
!! q = 110

for Chris Froh

…almost like hail…
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Gracenote figures should be as light and fast as possible.  
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For the remainder of the composition, the computer has different tempos that are, for the most part, out of sync with the percussion part.
The part represented in the score approximates the first few notes of each computer entrance relative to the percussion part.
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3 q = 5.217 
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(Tremolo marks indicate notes to be rolled--unmeasured tremolo)
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