The Delicate Texture of Time

John MacCallum

For octet with clicktracks and conductor






...what I am concerned with is the delicate texture of Time, void of all embroidered events. [...] Physiologically the sense of Time is a sense of continuous becoming,
and if "becoming” has a voice, the latter might be, not unnaturally, a steady vibration;

--Vladimir Nabokov, Ada or Ardor
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Score
This score is transposed

Instrumentation

Flute (doubling piccolo and alto flute)
Clarinet (doubling bass clarinet)
Saxophone (doubling alto and soprano)
2 Percussion:
Each has a set of the following:
3 Piccolo woodblocks
3 Wood planks
3 Drums (bongos and/or Chinese toms)
3 Resonant metal pipes of different sizes (around 1.5” in diameter, 1/16” thick, and 18" long)
Percussion I:
Marimba
1 A# Crotale (higher octave if possible)
Percussion 1I:
Vibraphone with working motor
Medium tam-tam
Violin
Viola
Cello

Clicktracks

The clarinettist, saxophonist, and both percussionists listen to clicktracks that vary in tempo smoothly,
and independent of one another for the duration of the piece. The conductor also has a clicktrack which,
like the others, smoothly varies in tempo, and keeps the time for the flute and strings. Although the
piece can be done without a conductor by giving the flautist and string trio their own clicktracks, it is
preferable for a conductor to be present.

The clicktracks begin with one pick-up bar for all instruments.

The clicktracks consist of 4 tones that represent the downbeat of each bar, each subsequent beat, eighth
notes, and the rehearsal letters:
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Time
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Jump to rehearsal letter

play  stop

) € Double click the box called [p string tuner]

for reference pitches for the strings.




Notation

The score is prepared such that the horizontal position of the notes on the page represents their actual
placement in time. The placement of the first beat of a bar directly on the barline, while not
conforming to standard typesetting practice, is necessary for the alignment with the other parts.

This convention is only used in the score---the parts that the musicians read from are notated
conventionally.

Tempos are printed with one or more decimals of precision in the score so that they correspond
with those as seen in the Max patch.

Accidentals

¢ 1/8 sharp ﬁi 3/4 of a tone sharp
¢ 1/8 flat b 3/4 of a tone flat

i 1/4 sharp ﬁ # plus an 1/8

d  1/4flat f  #minus 18

Strings— Scordatura

The cello should tune to the 5th, 7th, 11th, and 16th partials an A one octave below the low A of the piano
(13.75 Hz). Relative to the normal tuning of the cello’s strings, the C string is tuned almost a semiton
sharp, the G is slightly flat, the D is almost exactly a quarter tone sharp, and the A is normal. The viola
should be tuned one octave higher than the cello. The bottom two strings of the violin are the same as
the middle two of the viola, while the A and E are tuned normally.

Unless otherwise indicated, notes represent the pitches to be fingered as if the strings were tuned normal-
ly.

Strings— Mutes

The piece calls for two different leather mutes, one with 3 prongs and one with 5 denoted as follows:
w 3 prong mute on
m 3 prong mute off

mm 5 prong mute on
w5 prong mute off

The mutes can be supplied by the composer, or ordered from Marcel Saint-Cyr at http://leathermutes.com

Flute

A glissando head joint is called for, however, if the performer does not have
access to one, an alternate part is available.

Q Air only (aeolian tone)

% Tongue stop (tongue ram)

=

x Pizzicato (short percussive ‘tuh’ made by building up

pressure behind the tongue)

O O

—

Clarinet / Saxophone

Alternate between two different fingerings of the same pitch

v Normal slap tongue (clear pitch)
v Secco slap (very little pitch)
4 Open slap (explosive with no pitch)
Q> Air only (aeolian tone)
x Tongue stop (tongue ram)
O o . 3 . .
LLQ‘ Alternate between two different fingerings of the same pitch
Percussion
_ Wood Planks , Piccolo Wood Blocks ]
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Pipes
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Pipes
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A.Fl.

Cl.
Mba
Vin
Vla
Vic
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145

144
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142
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62
57

55

61

56
65

take Sop. Sax. remove mouthpiece

take FI.
tongue stop

-
>

# L

54
60

L 5—1

1#;5
b=

55

64

59

53

60

58

54

Y

52

63

e
>
tongue stop
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Cl.
WBIks
Planks
Pipes
Drums
Mba
WBIks
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Pipes
Drums
Vibes
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IAY
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IAY

I

|
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A.FL
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A. Sax

WBIks
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Pipes
Drums

Mba

WBIks
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Pipes
Drums

Vibes

A.FL

Vin

Vla

Vic

D

17
63 64 65 66 4=10692 (decel.)
v v v
= i oot - t I
#Z: #;: = ﬁz
mf pp mf
78 e Soprano Saxophone 60 replace r?fouthpiece J=1 12.56 (decel.)
1 1 b*jl_\’ b I.I\, #I-\, 1
= = =
J=110.4 (decel.)
56 57 58 59 60
r I'V 7
| 3 JE— | 3 R
62 63 64 65 J=76.02 (accel.)
o o o
= : : z 5 —— 3 —
= - -
jet whistle (pitches approx.) 69
D| . (decel.)
2 2 -
= ¢ ' ; = ' ko3 3 5
ppp
v Wy & b &
-.L\/-‘- n. n ; , :i I ; ,
—_———— f 9
v wy b b b
i\) i - & X 7 = X a 3 < X a
3 3 — = P =2
—_————— f 9
—3—
I b % b )
I. F - 4 I( ] 2 - ] 2 4 4 o 7/
1 4 1 M Mi QJ@
O—— :f B _,
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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70

69
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ClL

66

65

64

63

I
A

64

62

61
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2
»

68

67

66

med. hard cord

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

Mba

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

Vibes

0

73

72

D

71

IV sul tasto

3

—

B

sul tasto

M
O

-5

LY
+®

U5

rp

Fl.

Vin

Vla

Vic

179

178

177

176

175

174

173
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171
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<
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7

7

71

70
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WBIks

Planks

Pipes

Drums

Mba

WBIks
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Pipes

Drums

Vibes
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76

75

74

D
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P

el s °
el 8 B
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Iy
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~d
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Il P L 1
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mp ]

Fl.

<

Vin

Vla

Vic
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S. Sax
WBIks
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Pipes

Drums
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Pipes
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Vibes

Cl.
Mba
Fl
Vin
Vla
Vic

199

198

197

196

195

194

193

192
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S. Sax
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73
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84
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take B. Cl.

85

84

83

2 4o

—
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ClL

84

83

82

81

5

77

82

81

76

80

75

79

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

Mba

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

88

87

86

mp

mp

ro)

Fl.

Vin
Vla
Vic



23

89

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

88

87

mf'p

88
i

87

86

85

| 0
ANAV4

V 4

S. Sax

pP

79

78

p

86

85

84

83

mallets

(&)

[ 0
AN

Y 4

WBIks
Planks

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

Vibes

BV

91

90

89

A\

—

L=

p

flautando

P sub.

[ an Y

Vic
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A | 5 5 5 5 5 5 6 5
> i e e e e
B.Cl. @ 7 » P e B B B B B B B e B B B B B P B e B B B B e e B B 1 e B B
Q) =
mp
89 90 9] 92
() = .
S. Sax -i;—————————-————————————————-————————————————-——————-——————————-—
e mp 5
80 81
WBIks H - - -
Planks
Pipes - - - -
Drums =
) >
S ————— S S S S S S S s —
Mba XD —— ————————— ———————————— ——————————— 1 { { i I P e ———— R ————————— e ——————————————— —————
5 > > 7 —_— 5 7 7 7 7 7 i
87 88 89 90
WBIks I - - - -
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Pipes - - - - -
Drums -
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Vibes -\"mu
D)
|
92 93
-"___ = o ______-__-_—_—
Fl “____——————————————--———————————_——__________.______—————_—————_
5 mp 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
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Vin 6 7 i : i —= i : : — i i 7 7 ! ! 7 7 ! ! 7 7
) | 5 _ 5 5 5 5 L 3 1 [ 3 — 1 L 3 | [T 3 1 L 3 ] |_3_
mp
h e —— gd L P — | =
Vi ! 2 ——=# > de - = - —= = - -
a & | | | ' | ' — | | |
mp
/) e | P — P —— e— P —— | — —
Vie - = —L—Ff s s s = = s = i f g = i cr =
\vl/ I| 3 ,';lp| |'_ 3 |_, I|| 3 1 4 7 I'_ 3 |_l I| 3 1 4 7 I| 3 1 4 7 I|| 3 1 4 7 ' 5 | 5 5




93
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E J=76.86 (accel.)

A 5 5 5 5 5 take CI. 95 96
B.Cl. -"“;"_-'--------------------'---- N ‘7 7 - i +
3 A
S S
93 J=82.14 (accel.) 94 95
() >
S. Sax oy e —————— ————}———{—— R < 7 S { I =
V z I I
S S
82 J=56.16 (accel.) 83 84
WBIks - -
Planks -
Pipes - -
Drums -
) . o o o O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O o -;
Mba | H e e e e o ¥
7 7 7
S
o1 2=96.36 (decel.) 4, 03
WBIks - - - - -
Planks -
Pipes - - - - -
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-'—----—----— ; B A oo o o o o o o o et g
Vibes (&) ________________ E——— ——  — :vﬂ -17 va = =
5
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"__-___'_________________ U
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S S
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D 5 5
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—
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Vla (o Hr £ : B
)
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B.Cl.

S. Sax

WBIks
Planks

Pipes
Drums

Mba

WBIks
Planks

Pipes
Drums

Vibes

Fl.

Vin

Vla

Vic

F

J=84 (accel.)

L 97 98 99
Clarinet in Bb 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
s —_— T e e I —— ——r— : : : :
1 por \_L"_#"_‘_ﬁ_‘_‘“_i_fr" e o @ fe 1 e & @ fe —De < 5 -
J=84 accel.
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—

y ] <D << )]
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; % z z
Jf pep
04 o=84 (decel. 05 96 97
: £ : :
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. ) 97 98 99 100
Glissando Headjoint InA »Out
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e o e | ——
E— —— — ——
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S pep
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250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258 259
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104

91

103
ze
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e
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102
(slightly detached)

(slightly detached)
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In

101

89

101

98

101

100

88
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g
e
\
P
ANV
[ 1]
[ 1]
[ an Y
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11 |
111
[ FanY

Y A\

e

Cl.

S. Sax
WBIks
Planks
Pipes
Drums
Mba
WBIks
Planks
Pipes
Drums
Vibes
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-
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P

L3 L3

268

e
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I
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L_g
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[ > J—
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=
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=I_ Ve o @
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sl ).
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A
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106
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ClL
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+
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+
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I
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I
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I
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113

—o7
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ST ——5——

110.82 (decel.)
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G|

110
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=
S sub.

+

ClL

99
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P

289
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106
288
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IIord.
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-
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)

II1
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mp
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v

0
()]

-
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o

P
P < & < ®

S sub.

105.9 (decel.)

L2

117.06 (decel.)
92.52 (decel.)

97
70.2 (accel.)

105

————— I ——————

S sub.

e e —
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Ssub. pp
I sul pont.

-

>

.
p

S sub.

U=
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* ®he
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b
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b

v

hal
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O
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0
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WBIks
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Pipes

Drums
WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums
Vibes

Fl.

Vin
Vla
Vic

Mba
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117

116

115

114

ClL

118

117

116

115

114

102

101

100

109

108

107

-~

WBIks

Planks

Pipes

Drums

Mba

WBIks

Planks

Pipes

Drums

Vibes

117

116

115

(alternate between two fingerings)

114

g — [ -

3 — [ —

“nf

L—3

P

-

mp

sul pont.

sul pont.

Fl.

Vin

Vla

Vic

— poco >—M
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294
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121

120

(alternate fingerings) []9

118

o
-

e

[¢]
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be

ClL

mp

121
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119

106

105

104

103

113

112
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110
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&

WBIks
Planks
Pipes

Drums

Mba

WBIks
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Pipes

Drums

Vibes
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e
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Y

Y

p——————mp

pizz.

| ord.
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v
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Fl.

0——3_—7 g3
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Vin

Vla

Vic

mf
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306
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122 123
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S. Sax ) e e e e e e — ! =
)
PPp ¥4 poco————p f
107 108 J=74.76 (accel.) 109
WBIks H - - -
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Pipes - - - -
Drums -
/) +
Mba | [ ; — :
PP S
114 115 116 J=1113 (decel.) 117
WBIks 1 - - - - -
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Pipes - - - - - -
Drums =
. motor on: fast
e ||Fo——
PP S
P> |” #=54.54 (accel.) 123
121 122 E . 7
0 & H - :\ e
i & = Z
D) whistle tone
rp S pep allow pitch to fluctpate
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mp S
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P J ppp
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125
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| FanY
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Cl.
S. Sax
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B

122

»Qut
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328

112

126

121

327

mp sub.
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crotale
o
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[ (2 WA
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125
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pizz.
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sul pont.
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v
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320
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1
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Pipes
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Vla
Vlic
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WBIks
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Pipes
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Pipes
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Vibes

Cl.
Mba
Fl
Vin
Vla
Vic
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S. Sax

WBIks
Planks

Pipes
Drums

Mba

WBIks
Planks

Pipes
Drums

Vibes

A.FL

Vin

Vla

Vic

133 134 135 136
f I i < ¥ I = I
77 <> £ . € f f
mf mp S
J=116.64 (decel.)
132 133 take Alto Sax. 134 135 136
e e . e . ' ' '
mf mp S
4=93 (decel.)
117 118 119 120
+
bee <
S
126 J=68.46 (accel.) 127 128
motor off |
- ":IF ¥ -
S
whistle tone J=105 A8 (decel.)
132 . 133 134 135
Piccolo s = =
S - a
ppp
III PR
r (L .I\, yA r
>
mp S
I 4 mm
S == =
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mp Jf
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arco 4
j i
S mf Jf pp
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K| (accel.)

139

36

(air only)

138

137

:W‘H

112

ClL

61.26 (accel.)

J

139

Alto Saxophone

138

137

84.48 (accel.)

J

123

122

121

—

N

J=107 58 (decel.)

131

130

129

ER

K J=87 96 (accel.)

H’

139

138

137

136

WBIks

Planks

Pipes
Drums

Mba

WBIks

Planks

Pipes
Drums
Vibes

II ——

knock on body

Picc.

Vin

IV |

II1

Vla
Vic

359
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356
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350
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L J=90 (decel.)

141
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4
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90 (decel.)

=

141

140

0
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[ FanY

W
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b
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b

J

mf

A. Sax

127

90 (decel.)

126

125

124

med. hard cord

J

mf

135

90 (decel.)

134

med. hard cord

143

+
o
mf

¥

J=90 (decel.) o

133

132
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[ FanY

y A

141

140

WBIks
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WBIks
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Pipes
Drums
Vibes

I
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Yy 1]
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7
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